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PRICE OF ANARCHY FOR MEAN FIELD GAMES

RENE CARMONA!, CHRISTY V. GRAVES? AND ZONGJUN TAN?

Abstract. The price of anarchy, originally introduced to quantify the inefficiency of selfish behavior
in routing games, is extended to mean field games. The price of anarchy is defined as the ratio of a worst
case social cost computed for a mean field game equilibrium to the optimal social cost as computed
by a central planner. We illustrate properties of such a price of anarchy on linear quadratic extended
mean field games, for which explicit computations are possible. A sufficient and necessary condition to
have no price of anarchy is presented. Various asymptotic behaviors of the price of anarchy are proved
for limiting behaviors of the coefficients in the model and numerics are presented.

1. Introduction

The concept of the ‘price of anarchy’ was introduced to quantify the inefficiency of selfish behavior in finite
player games [9] [10] [14] [17] [18] [19]. In this report, we extend the notion of price of anarchy to mean field
games (MFG). Mean field games were introduced by Lasry and Lions [15] and Caines and his collaborators [13]
to describe the limiting regime of large symmetric games when the number of players, IV, tends to infinity. A
mean field game equilibrium characterizes the analogue of a Nash equilibrium in the N = oo regime. Thus, as
in the finite player case, it is possible that the mean field game equilibrium is inefficient. In fact, in the paper
of Balandat and Tomlin [2], they present a numerical example that shows that mean field game equilibria are
not efficient, in general. The suboptimality of a mean field game equilibrium is also illustrated numerically for
a congestion model in a paper of Achdou and Lauriére [1]. In addition, the price of anarchy for linear quadratic
mean field games is studied in a paper of Graber [11]. More recently Cardaliaguet and Rainer gave in [5] a
partial differential equation based thorough analysis of the (in)efficiency of the mean field game equilibria.

In this report, the goal is to define the price of anarchy in the context of mean field games, and to compute
it for a class of linear quadratic mean field game models, which can be solved explicitly. In fact, we consider
an even more general class of games by allowing for interaction between the players through their controls, in
addition to interaction through their states. This is often referred in the literature as extended mean field game,
or mean field game of control. We compare the social cost of a mean field game equilibrium to the cost incurred
when the players execute a strategy computed centrally.

We consider a system of N players whose private states are denoted at time ¢ by X}, X2, ---, X}V. To keep
the presentations simple, we assume the state space is R. We denote by pl¥ the empirical distribution of the
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states, namely:

1
N _ ,
Pe =N ‘5—1 Ox;-

We assume that these states evolve in continuous time under the influences of controls af, o, --- , al¥ € A,
where the set of admissible controls, A, will be defined later. Let v}¥ denote the empirical measure of the

controls:
1N
N v
vy = — iil Oi-

We also assume that if and when interactions between these states and controls are present, they are of a mean
field type, i.e. through p¥ and V. The time evolution of the state for player i is given by the It6 dynamics:

dX} =b(t, X}, pul, ol vlN)dt + cdW;.

We work over the interval [0,7] limited by a finite time horizon T € RT. We assume the drift function
b:[0,T]xRxP(R)x AxP(A) > (t,z,u,a,v) — R is Lipschitz in each of its inputs. For the sake of simplicity,
we assume that the volatility, o, is a positive constant.

Cost Functionals

We assume that we are given two functions f : [0,7] x R x P(R) x A x P(A) > (t,z,p,a,v) — R and
g:RxP(R) > (x, 1) — R which we call running and terminal cost functions, respectively. We assume f and g
are Lipschitz in each of their arguments. The goal of player 7 is to minimize their expected cost as given by:

T
Jiad, e o) :E[/o (X ok vy dt + g(Xh ).

Social Cost

We restrict ourselves to Markovian control strategies o = (at)o<i<7 given by feedback functions in the form
ap = ¢(t, X;) and we let A denote the set of such controls. If the N players use distributed Markovian control

strategies of the form af = ¢(t, X}), we define the cost (per player) to the system as the quantity J(;N):

N
N 1 i
J(; ):N E J(a1,~~~,aN).
i=1

We shall compute this social cost in the limit N — oo when all the players use the distributed control strategies
given by the same feedback function ¢ identified by solving an optimization problem in the limit N — co. We
take the social cost to be the limit as N — oo of J(;N), namely:

im J™ = m LS Jiad. el
Jm Js = i g 2, el o)
1 & T _
= ngnmNZ;EUO f(t,Xz,uiV,qb(t,XD,vﬁ)dt+g<X%p,u¥>]

T
= lim E[/ < flt - nX,, 00 ) v ) > dit < g(-,uX,), 7 >],
0

N—o0

if we use the notation < ¢, p > for the integral [ ¢(z)p(dz) of the function ¢ with respect to the measure p.
Now if we assume that in the limit N — oo the empirical distributions p¥ converge toward a measure p;, and
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thus v = % Zi\il 041, xi) also converges toward a measure v4, where vy = py 0 #(t,-)~1, then the social cost of
the feedback function ¢ becomes:

T
SC(¢) :/0 <f<ta 'auta(b(ta ')th)aMt > dt+ <g('a/~’/T)7,U/T >,

with the expectation, E, disappearing when the limiting flows p = (1t)o<t<r and v = (v)o<i<r are determin-
istic.

We would like to evaluate SC(¢) in the N = oo regime directly, without having to construct the deterministic
measure flows p and v as limits of the finite player empirical measures. To do this, we assume that propagation
of chaos holds and that the states of the N players become asymptotically independent in the limit as N — oo.
We consider a representative agent whose state is given by X% = (Xf’ Jo<t<T, the continuous time solution of
the stochastic differential equation of McKean-Vlasov type:

dXP = b(t, X7, L(XD), 6(t, X7, L(6(t, XP))dt + adW; (1)

controlled by ¢. Then we can identify p as the law of a representative agent using the feedback function ¢, i.e.
W = E(Xf)), and similarly, we can identify v as the law of the control, such that v, = L(gb(t,Xf))). Thus, in
the N = oo regime, we rewrite the social cost as:

T
SC(gf)) = /0 < f(tv 'a['(Xtd))aQﬁ(t’ )7£(¢(t’Xi?)))a‘C(Xt¢) > di+ < g( : 7'C(X$))"C(X§é) >,

where X satisfies equation (1). For the remainder of the paper, we work in the N = oo regime. As mentioned
earlier, ¢ should be identified by solving an optimal control problem. We consider two distinct problems:

e ¢ is a feedback function providing a mean field game equilibrium. We detail more precisely what is

meant by ¢ providing a mean field game equilibrium in section 1.1.
e ¢ is the feedback function minimizing the social cost SC(¢), without having to be a mean field game

equilibrium, in which case we use the notation SCMKXV for SC(¢). This is a control problem of
McKean-Vlasov type, which is detailed more precisely in section 1.2.
The two problems are detailed more precisely in sections 1.1 and 1.2. In section 1.3, we define the price of
anarchy based on these two problem formulations. The class of linear quadratic models is explored in section
2, where we provide some theoretical results on the price of anarchy for this class of games. This includes our
main result, Theorem 2, which provides a sufficient and necessary condition to have no price of anarchy. In
section 2, we also prove some limiting cases and show numerical results. We conclude in section 3.

1.1. Nash Equilibrium: Mean Field Game Formulation

The goal of this subsection is to articulate what is meant by a feedback function providing a mean field
game equilibrium. To begin, we define what we call the mean field environment. By symmetry of the players,
we suppose all of the players in the mean field game use the same feedback function, ¢. Then the mean
field environment specified by ¢ is characterized by L£(X)o<i<r and L(¢(t, X{))o<i<r where the dynamics
of (X7 Jo<i<T are given by equation (1). Since we search for a Nash equilibrium, we consider a representative
agent who wishes to find their best response, ¢’, to the mean field environment specified by ¢, in which case

their state is given by X¢® = (Xtd)/’d))ogth solving the standard stochastic differential equation:
dX7? = b(t, X2 L(XP), & (8, X7 0), L((t, X)) dt + od W

Consider the function:

SO0 = | [ < 1 LK 00, 000 X0 LOK ) > des < g, LX), LX) >
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The best response for the representative agent in the mean field environment specified by ¢ is the feedback
function minimizing this cost, namely ¢* = arginfy S(¢’, ¢). Assuming the minimizer is unique (which will be
the case for the models we consider), this defines a mapping ® : ¢ — ¢*. If there is a (;3 such that @((ﬁ) = (;AS,
then the players are in a mean field game equilibrium.

Thus, the search for a feedback function providing a mean field game equilibrium can be summarized as the
following set of two successive steps:

(1) For each feedback function ¢ : [0,7] x R 3 (¢,2) — R, solve the optimal control problem
¢* = arg i$f5(¢/7 ).

Define the mapping ®(¢) := ¢*.
(2) Find a fixed point ¢ of ® such that ®(¢) = ¢.

When these two steps can be taken successfully, we say that gﬁ provides a mean field game equilibrium. Note
that X®® = X% and therefore S (qAS, (;AS) = S’C((ﬁ) gives the social cost for the mean field game equilibrium
provided by gZA) Notice that there could possibly be many feedback functions providing a mean field game
equilibrium. Let N denote the set of all such feedback functions providing mean field game equilibria, as
detailed above, i.e.

N={¢:[0,T]xR> (t,z) > R | ®(¢) = ¢}.
1.2. Centralized Control: Optimal Control of McKean-Vlasov Type

The goal of this subsection is to articulate how to compute the cost associated with the control problem of
McKean-Vlasov type, SCMEV | The central planner considers the following control problem:

¢ = arg igf SC(¢)
T
= arg inf l /0 <t - LXD), (L, ), L(d(t, X)) LX) > dt + < g(+, LX), L(XP) > .

Thus, the cost of the solution to the optimal control problem of McKean-Vlasov is given by:
SCMEV — §C(4).

Remark 1. We are not concerned with uniqueness for the control of McKean-Viasov type problem, because
SCMEV = SC(¢1) = SC(¢2) is still well defined even if there are two different optimal feedback functions ¢y
and ¢y minimizing SC(¢).

1.3. Price of Anarchy

We have described two approaches to compute the optimal feedback function ¢. In the mean field game
formulation, we require ¢ € N, where N denotes the set of feedback functions providing mean field game
equilibria. In the optimal control of McKean-Vlasov type formulation, the optimal control to be adopted by
all players is computed by a central planner, who optimizes the social cost function SC(¢) directly. Thus, we
necessarily have:

SCMEV < SC(¢), Vo € N.
In other words, there is a ‘price of anarchy’ associated with allowing players to choose their controls selfishly.
We thus define the price of anarchy (denoted PoA) as the ratio between the worst case cost for a mean field
game equilibrium and the optimal cost computed by a central planner:

SUP gz SC(¢)

PoA = SOMEY
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2. Price of Anarchy for Linear Quadratic Extended Mean Field Games

The class of linear quadratic extended mean field games is a class of problems for which explicit solutions
can be computed analytically, and thus, we can compute the price of anarchy explicitly.

To begin, we need to describe in more detail the two problems that will be used to compute the price of
anarchy: the linear quadratic extended mean field game, and the linear quadratic control problem of McKean-
Vlasov type with dependence on the law of the control. To specify the problems, we only need to specify the
drift and cost functions, b, f, and g introduced in section 1. For the linear quadratic models, we take the drift
to be linear:

b(t,z, p, o, v) = by (t)x + by ()i + ba(t)a + ba (1),
where i denotes the mean of the measure u, namely, i = fR xdu(x), and similarly for 7. We take the running
and terminal costs to be quadratic:

fltz pyonw) = 5 [a(t)a® +q(t) (@ — s(t)i)? + r(t)o? +7(t) (o — 5(1)7)?]

g(z, 1) = = [qra® + qr(z — s7p)?] .

N = N =

Remark 2. If by(t) = 0 and 7#(t) = 0, then we have the standard mean field game or control problem of
McKean-Viasov type. (See Theorem 1 for assumptions that provide existence and uniqueness.)

2.1. Linear Quadratic Extended Mean Field Games
To solve the linear quadratic extended mean field game (LQEMFG), we begin by considering the reduced
Hamiltonian for this problem:

H(t,x, i, 0, 7,y) = [by(t)x + by ()i + ba(t)or + b2 (1)) y

+ - [a)2® + q(t) (z — s())* + r(t)a® + 7(t) (o — 5(t)p)?]

1
2
and whenever the flows @ = (fi;)o<t<r and U = (I4)o<i<r are fixed, we consider for each control process
a = (oy)o<i<r the adjoint equation:

d}/;f = _aZL’H(ta Xt7 ﬂh Qg Dta Y%)dt + thWta YT - axg(XTa E(XT))
According to the Pontryagin stochastic maximum principle, a sufficient condition for optimality is:
aOéH(ta Xt7 ﬁtv O/\Zt» ﬁtv }/t) = O

Thus, we find the optimal control:
& = 7(t)5(t)v — ba(t)Y;
b @) +7r(t)

When solving the fixed point step, we identify 7; = E(d;). By taking the expectation, we find:

~
=3I

r

7 =E(q) = MTOMEY,),  with MTY() = () + 7?3(2 —5(t)’

Thus, from equation (2) we have:
&y = aMFC ()Y, + MG (HE(Y), (3)
with:
aMFC () = —7b2(t)7 , and
r(t) +7(t)

BMFG () — _ 7(t)5(t)ba(t) _
(r(t) +7(t))(r(t) + r(t)(1 - 5(t)))
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Note that cMFY () = aMFCE(t) 4 bMFC(t). The solution of the mean field game equilibrium problem is given
by the solution to the FBSDE system:
dX; = [bi()X; + bi(H)EX + aMEC )by (8)Y; + (BMEC(1)ba(t) + MEC(1)bo (1)) EY] dt + odW;
aY, = —[(q(t) +q()X: — q(t)s()EX, + by () Yi] dt + ZidWr,

with initial condition Xy = &, a random variable with finite mean and variance, and terminal condition Y =
(qr + qr) X1 — GrsrEX7.

This is a linear FBSDE of McKean-Vlasov type, which can be solved explicitly under mild assumptions (or
at least in the case of time-independent coefficients which we will consider later. See Appendix A). Let fMf¢,
nMEG MFG and vMFE denote the solutions for this problem as described in the appendix so that:

Y, = FOX, 4 (7O~ TONENTC, B () = g O,
E(X,) = zMFY Var(X;) = oMFC,

provide a solution to the LQEMFG problem. Then from the appendix, we have:

e a scalar Riccati equation for s F'¢:

TG 4 [eMEC @) (b2(t) + 02(t))] - (M7)7 + (2b2(8) + 01(1)) - 7T + () + @)1 = s(1)) =0, (5)

with terminal condition ﬁTMFG =qr + qr(1 — st),
e a linear first order ODE for zMF¢:

BC = [o1(t) + 01(t) + MTE @) (0 (1) + ba (1)) - 7] - 2MEE, (6)

with initial condition z})/F'¢ = E(¢),
e a scalar Riccati equation for n¥'¢:

"+ M (ba(t) - (nT9)? + 200 (1) T + q() + (1) = 0, (7)

with terminal condition 77%4 FG - qr + qr,

and where the dot is the standard ODE notation for a derivative. And thus, we obtain explicit solutions for

TMFG and oMFG,
FMFG — E(f)efot(b1(s)+51(s)+[cMFG(s)(b2(s)+52(s))]~'r7£4FG)ds7 (8)
t
oMEC = Va?“(f)efot2[b1(3)+GMFG(S)b2(3)'”§/IFG]dS + 02/ o2 [ [ (w)+a™FC ()b (w)n ¥ du g o (9)
0

Let SCMFG .= SC(¢MFC) in which ¢MF'E = ¢MFG (¢ 1) is the feedback function specified by this solution,
namely, from equation (3), we have:

¢MFG(LL7$) — aMFG(t)T]tIVIFGl‘—i- [CLMFG(t)(ﬁ{ZWFG _ ni\dFG) +bMFG(t)’I7iVIFG] 'fiWFG'

Then we can compute the social cost as described in section 1.1:

1
SOMFG _ 5 {(QT " (jT)v%“?G + (qr + Gr(1 — sT)2)(ijFG)2

+ /OT [a() + () + (r(t) +7(1) (@ () FE)?] o} at (10)

T
+/O [q(t) +a(t)(1 = s(1))* + (r(t) + 7(£)(1 = 5())*) (M7C ()71 7)?] (fi”FG)th},
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where we have used the fact that:
E(QZ)MFG(t,Xt)) _ CMFG(t) 'ﬁtJWFG'fiWFG and VaT(gf)MFG(t,Xt)) _ (aIVIFG(t)niWFG)Q 'UtIVIFG-

2.2. Linear Quadratic Control of McKean-Vlasov Type Involving the Law of the Control
To solve the linear quadratic optimal control problem of McKean-Vlasov type involving the law of the control
(LQEMKYV), we begin with the reduced Hamiltonian, which is the same as in the LQEMFG problem:
H(t,x, i, o, 0,y) = [b1(t)x + by ()i + ba(t)a + b (t)7] y

+ = [g(t)2® + a@t)(x — s()p)? + r(t)a? +7(t)(a — 5(H)D)?] .

1
2

Since we require 7; to be equal to E(ay) throughout the optimization, it is not sufficient to minimize the
Hamiltonian with respect to the « input alone in order to guarantee optimality. A sufficient condition for
control problems of McKean-Vlasov type involving the law of the control is derived in [6]. Since we consider
a Hamiltonian that depends on the means of fi and 7 instead of the full distributions, the sufficient condition
reduces to the following (see section 4 in [6]):

OuH (1, X1, B(X0), 60, B(a), Vi) + B [0, H(t, X, B(X0), 60, B(é), o) | =0,
where the adjoint equation is given by:

dYy

— |OuH (1, X i 0, 2, Vi) + B [0pH (8, Ko fr, G, 72, V3) || it + ZeaW,

Yr = 0ug(Xr, L(Xr)) + E |0pg(Xr, £L(Xr))(X7)

and where (X Y, &) denotes an independent copy of (X,Y, ). In the present LQ case, the sufficient condition
can be used to solve for:

dr = a™EV ()Y, + DM EV(HE(Y,), (11)
with:
GMEV () — _ ba () and  BMEV(4) = _ 1 2o T()3(8)(5(F) — 2)(ba(t) + ba(t))
®) r(t) + 7(t) d o7 r(t) + 7 (t) (bQ(t) r(t) + F(6)(1 — 5())2 ) '

Then E(dy) = MEV ()E(Y;) with:

ba(t) + ba(t)
r(t) +7(t) (1= 5(1)*

So the solution of the optimal control problem of McKean-Vlasov type is given by the solution to the FBSDE
system:

CMKV(t) — a]VIKV(t) _|_bJWKV(t) — _

dXe = [b1(t) Xy + b1 ()EX, + a™EV (#)ba(1)Y: + (WM EYV (0)ba(t) + MEV (4)ba())EY:] dt + odW,
12
dY; = — [(q(t) + q(t)) X, + s()a(t)(s(t) — 2)EX, + bi(1)Y; + bi ()EY,] dt + Z,dW, "

with initial condition Xy = £, and terminal condition Yr = (¢r + gr) X1 + srqr(sr — 2)EXr.
As in the previous section, this is a linear FBSDE of McKean-Vlasov type, which can be solved explicitly
under mild assumptions (or at least in the case of time-independent coefficients which we will consider later.
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See Appendix A). Let gM &V pMEV MKV “and vMEV denote the solutions for this problem as described in
the appendix so that:

Y _nt VX +( MKV nMKV)—MKV, E(Y)—in{v MKV,

E(X,) =25V, Var(X;) = oMEY,

provide a solution to the LQEMKYV problem. Then from the appendix, we have:

e a scalar Riccati equation for M5V

GMEV L [MEV (1) (ba(t) + b2 (t))] - (FMEY)? 42 (bi(8) + b1 (1)) - B EY + q(t) +q()(1 — s()? =0,  (13)

with terminal condition 75V = g7 + gr(1 — s7)?,
e a linear first order ODE for xMKV

Y = [ba() + bu(t) + MV () (ba(2) + b2(1) - V] - 2RV (14)

with initial condition Z)/ KV = E(¢),
e a scalar Riccati equation for nM &V

ngVIKV + aMKV(t)b (t)- (,,#VIKV) + 2by (t) .ninV +4q(t) + q(t) =0, (15)

with terminal condition 77M KV — qr + qr,

and where the dot is the standard ODE notation for a derivative. And thus, we obtain explicit solutions for

a’:inV and vtMKV:
MKV — E(£)els (1) +br(@)+[M Y (5) (ba () +ba ()] 037"V ) ds. (16)
t
UiMKV _ Var(g)efot2[()1(s)+aMKV(s)bg(s)"r]nyV]ds + 0_2/ 62 f: [bl(u)+aMKV(u)bz(u)ﬁnyv]dud& (17)
0

Then SCMEV = SC(¢MEV) where ¢MEV is the feedback function specified by this solution, namely, from
equation (11), we have:

¢MKV(t,$) _ aMKV( ) MKV T+ [aMKV(t)(ﬁé\/IKV

n MKV)+bMKV(t)

MKV] ~MKV
- } Ty .

y
Then we can compute the social cost, denoted SCMEV | as described in section 1.2:
SCMIY = ~[(ar + @)l + (ar +ar(1 = s @V
+ /OT [a(t) + a(t) + (r(t) + 7() (@™ (&) <)) 05V at (18)
+/OT [a(t) + a(t)(1 = () + (r(t) + () (1 = 5(8))*) (M (&) V)?] (fi‘“(v)?dt}

where we have used the fact that:

B(6M5V (1, X)) = V() VY and Var(@MY (1,X) = (@MY (@ tEV)? o,
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2.3. Theoretical Results

For the remainder of the paper, we assume the coefficients are independent of time and non-negative:
(bl (t)’ 61 (t)7 bQ(t)v BQ(t)7 Q(t)7 Q(t)a T(t)7 ,F(t)7 S(t)v g(t)) = (bla 617 b27 627 q,q,7,7, s, §) € (R+)107

(qT7 CYTa ST) S (R+)37
and therefore,

(aMFG(t),bMFG(t),C]V[FG(t)) _ ((J,MFG,bA/[FG7CMFG)

(aMKV(t),bMKV(t),CMKV(t)) _ (aMKV7bMKV,CMKV) .
Also, it will be convenient to denote:
cMFG by r+7(1—35)?2
A= = — - , = AgMEC, = MKV, 19
cMKV bg T b2 r 4+ f(l . §) Ut yn wt un ( )
and to make the following observations:
aMFG — (MEV _. o pMFG — MKV _. oMFG — MKV _. o (20)
Theorem 1. Assume the following:
by > 0 bo+by > 0
r+r > 0 r+7(l1-5 > 0 r+7#1-32 > 0 (21)
q+q > 0 g+q(l—s) > 0 g+q(1—-s5)? > 0
gr+qr = 0 qr +qr(1—sr) > 0 qr +qr(1 —sp)*> > 0.

Then there exists a unique solution to the LQEMFG problem, and there exists a unique solution to the LQEMKYV
MFG

problem. And therefore, PoA = 23S0 where SCMEC and SCMEV are given by equations (10) and (18),
respectively.

Remark 3. Note that existence in Theorem 1 follows from the explicit construction in Appendiz A, because
the above conditions provide existence to the solutions of the Riccati equations. Uniqueness comes from the

connection between LQEMFG or LQEMKYV and deterministic LQ optimal control. (See section 3.5.1 in [8]).
Proposition 1. Assuming (21), if furthermore,

(b1 EY +sq(s — 1)] - 25V =0, Vtel0,T] (22)
(cMFG—cMKV) CgMEVZMEV — 0 v te[0,T] (23)
stqr(sr —1) - 37" =0, (24)

then PoA =1.
Proof. Comparing the FBSDE systems (4) and (12), and using the fact that a™¥¢ = ¢MKV and pMFG —
pMEV — (MFG _ MKV the result is clear. O

Remark 4. Recall from Remark 2 that in the standard mean field game, by = ¥ = 0, and thus, A = 1. Although
Proposition 1 is a simple result, we will see shortly in Corollary 3 that in the case when X\ = 1, the sufficient
condition given by equations (22)-(24) is also a necessary condition to have PoA = 1. We can see that in the
standard mean field game setting, Proposition 1 is similar to Theorem 3.4 in [5] which characterizes the global
efficiency of mean field game equilibria in the case of a separated Hamiltonian. See also Remark 6.1 in [16],
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where it is noted that the mean field game and control of McKean-Viasov type problems are the same for a
particular model of flocking. We also note that Proposition 3.3 in [11] provides a similar result to Proposition

1 for a different notion of price of anarchy.
Corollary 1. Assuming (21), if furthermore, by = 0, sq(s — 1) = 0, spgr(sy — 1) = 0, and MFCE = MKV,
then PoA = 1.

Corollary 2. Assuming (21), if the initial condition € is such that E(¢) = 0, then from equation (16), zMEV =0
for allt € [0,T], and thus, PoA = 1.

Using the observations in equation (20), we can rewrite:

1 1 1 (T
SCMFG = §(QT + qr)vr + 3 (ar + ar(1 = s7)?) (@PFC)* + 3 / [q+q+ (r+7)(an)?] vedt
0
1 T
+g [ Lo+ 0= 92+ 4 70— 9ORICR) (@), (25)
1 1 1 (T
SCMEY = ~(qr + qr)or + 5 (g7 +qr(1 = s7)°) (@7Y)* + 5 / [q+ G+ (r+7)(an,)] vedt
0
1 T
by [ o e =9 (1= 92V MV ) @ (26)
0

In the following, we intend to simplify the explicit solutions (25) and (26) for the social costs in the LQEMFG
and LQEMKYV problems. First, consider the quantity A := fOT(ﬁyFG)Q(ﬁc,{VIFG)th. Using equation (5), we
have:

1
~ MFG(by + by)

T T
/ MG (EMFG)2qy 4 / (21 + 5)7M7C 4 (g +g(1 — 9))] <xtMFG>2dt]7
0 0

then using integration by parts for the first term in the bracket:

1
AN o —
CMFG(Z)Q + bg)

T

_MFG/=MFG\2 _MFG/=MFG\2 _MFG-MFG =~MFQG

MO (M FGY2 _ gMFG () >72/ MFCEMEG . GMFG gy
0

T
+/ [(2b1 +00)77C + (g + q(1 — s))] (f,ﬁWFG)th] ,

and together with equation (6) yields:

1

A=2A— ————
CIVIFG'(b2 + b2)

iy @y ) — g O (E())? + /0 (=012 7 + (g + q(1 — 5))] (mi”FG)th] :

Finally, we arrive at:

ny @) — O B©) 4 Jy [0 e+ (g +a(1 - 9)] @ 70)dr

A: —
CMFG(bQ + bg)

If we denote:

1

T

1

hoar = 5 / [+ @+ (r+7)(an:)?] vedt + §(QT + qr)vr,
0
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and use the terminal condition for 7 ¥ then equation (25) can be rewritten as:

T
SCMPC = by + = / LAY + (g + (1 = 5)?) = Mg +q(1 — 9))] (z'7F)at, (27)
0

£ TR ~ (ar +ar( - se)ETO) + Slar +ar( - s @O

Similarly, equation (26) can be rewritten as:

1
SCMKV = hvar + iﬁé\/IKV(E(g))z (28)

Let’s denote the (weighted) difference between the solutions of the Riccati equations associated with 7 #¢

and pMEV by:
ARy = A\gMFEC — gMEV — 4y — . (29)

Proposition 2. Under assumption (21), the difference in the social costs in the LQEMFG and LQEMKYV
problems can be represented by:

1.\2
ASC = SCMFG _ goMKV _ (bﬁbQ)) / (Aq, - 2F)dt. (30)
0

1
2 r+7(l—5)?2

Proof. The solutions 7MF¢ and pM XV for the Riccati equations (5) and (13), respectively, are well defined
under assumption (21) (see Appendix A). We notice that A7 defined in (29) satisfies the following linear
first-order differential equation:

d(An
(dtnt) = Y Any + B, Anr = X PG — iKY
with coefficients: ( )’
7 ba + by _MFG | -MKV
= —2b; —2b —= (A
Yt 1 1+T+F(1_§)2(77t +77t )7
Br = bidpMFe + (g + (1 - 5)%) = Mg +q(1 —5)).
Since g7 +qr(1—s7) = PMFC qr+qr(1—s7)? = pMEV and AgdtF¢ — KV = A, we deduce from equations

(27) and (28) that:

SCMFG —SOMKV — 1
2

Ano(E(€))? — Adp(z7'F9)? / B(z1F9) dt]

/ [d(Aﬁt(zi”FG) ) +<d(§tﬁt) % Am>( MFG)2 } it
I

_ 1
2
1 .
5 [ QAﬁtS_Ci\/[FGfi\/[FG ’)/tAT]t( MFG) }dt

1 - by + b

5/ A (FMFGY [ 2<b1—|—b1 (2+ 2) A MFG) —%} di
1

2

(by + by)? FMEG
r—l—r(l—s) /0 (A -7 ydt,

where we use equation (6) for the fourth equality.
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Remark 5. We can see directly from Proposition 2 that the social cost in the LQEMFG problem is larger than
(or possibly equal to) the social cost in the LQEMKYV problem. This result is consistent with the definition of
the price of anarchy in section 1.3.

Note that we can write:

ASC
It will be useful for us to note here the scalar Riccati equations associated with u; = /\ﬁiM PG e = ﬁtM KV
and n:
iy — 24"y — B"u] +C* =0, ur = D", (32)
Wy — 24%w; — BYw? +C¥ =0,  wp = DY, (33)
e —2A"), — B +C" =0, nr =D", (34)
with:
by -
A==+ 5 ), A" = —(by + by), A" = —by,
= \2 7 \2 2
B — (b2_+ bg)_ , BY — (b2_+ bQ)_ 7 B — bs .
r+7(1—35)2 r+7(1—35)2 r+7
C" = Mg +q(1-s)), C¥ =q+q(1—s)? C"=q+q,
D" = Xqr +adr(1 —s7)), D" =gqr+ar(1—s7)?, D"=qr+qr. (35)

If B #£0, B*D" > 0 and B*C" > 0, we have (see equation (73) in Appendix A) the existence and uniqueness
for u; which can be expressed by:

Cv(1 — e~ (Bu=0)(T=0)) 4 Du(8} — 5;67(6#6;)(%&)
YT TBuDu(1 — e G50 (T-0) 4 5 e~ (4 -0 )(T—0) _ 5,

(36)

with §F = —A% 4+ /(A%)2 + BuC*. Under assumption (21), the above conditions on B%, C*, and D% are
satisfied, and we have d,, < 0 < 5, u; > 0 for all ¢ € [0,T'), and ur > 0. We have analogous expressions for w;
and 7;, in terms of 6 and 5?75, respectively. Note that B* = B* =: B.
It will also be useful to compute the derivative of u; with respect to time ¢ from the explicit form in equation
(36):
duy  (B(D")? 4 24“D% — C¥) - (6} — 6;)% e (00 =0:)(T=1)

= 5
dt {Bpu(l G- (T-0)) 4 g6 8 )(T—1) _ 5,;}
Note that u; is increasing if B(D*)? 4+2A“D% — C" > 0, and likewise, decreasing if B(D")? +2A“D* — C* < 0.

Theorem 2. Assume (21) and the initial condition & satisfies E() # 0. Let A%, A*¥, B, C*, C*, D%, and
DY as defined in equation (35).
e When by > 0, we have PoA = 1 if and only if:

(37)

D*=D" =D and BD?+2A"“D - C"= BD?+2A"D - C" =0. (38)
o When by =0, then A* = A and we have PoA =1 if and only if:

D*=DY and C"=C". (39)



ESAIM: PROCEEDINGS AND SURVEYS 361

Proof. From an analogous equation to (36) for wy, we know that under assumption (21), wo > 0. Thus, with the
assumption E(¢) # 0, we have 0 < SCMEV < 0o, Hence, PoA = 1 if and only if ASC = 0. Since zMF% #£ 0
for all ¢t € [0,T], from Proposition 2 and the continuity of u; and w;, we deduce that:

PoA=1 if and only if ug =wy, Vte0,T].

From equation (37) and the uniqueness of solutions to Riccati equations (32) and (33), it is easy to check that
if the conditions in (38) and (39) are satisfied, then u, = D* = D* = w; for all t € [0,T], and thus, PoA = 1.
Suppose now that PoA = 1. Then u; = w; for all ¢ € [0,T] and clearly:

Du:uTZ’U)T:Dw.

Now, if we take the difference between the two Riccati equations (32) and (33), and by using u; = w; for all
t € [0,T], we obtain:

2AY — A%, = C* — C*, Y te0,T]. (40)
Since 2(A% — A™) = by, in the case when b; = 0 we must have C* = C*. Otherwise, equation (40) implies that
uy = wy = (C* — C%) /by, are constant for all ¢ € [0, T]. Thus, the time derivatives of u; and w; should be zero.
From equation (37), and the fact that ;7 — 4, > 0, we deduce:

B(D")? +2A“D" — C*" = 0.

Similarly we also have B(DY)? 4+ 2A% DY — C% = (.
(]

Corollary 3. Assume (21) and A = 1. Then the sufficient condition (equations (22)-(24)) from Proposition 1
18 also a necessary condition to have PoA = 1.

Proof. Assume PoA = 1. Since A = 1, we have cM¥¢ = ¢MEV and thus, condition (23) holds. If E(¢) = 0,
clearly conditions (22)-(24) hold, as noted in Corollary 2. If E(¢) # 0 and b; = 0, from Theorem 2, we have
D* = DY and C* = C" which together with A = 1 imply conditions (22) and (24), similarly as Corollary 1.
Now, if E(¢) # 0 and by > 0, from Theorem 2, we have D* = D™ which implies condition (24). Finally, the

condition B(D)? 4 24"D — C* = B(D)? + 24"D — C" = 0 implies 7}V = w; = D = 56y = S‘Y(gfs)

and thus, we have condition (22).

We study in the following the variation of PoA by letting only one of the coefficients tend to zero or to
infinity. In order to make the following computations easier to follow, we repeat equations (30), (28), (8), and
(9), which we recall is equivalent to equation (17), using the above notations. Assuming (21), we have:

1 T
ASC =3B [ (= w)? - (570, (41)
0
e +q !
SOMEV _ 3 / [¢+ G+ B ] vedt + MUT + iwo(E(f))Q, (42)
0
j7{\41?(; — E(f)efg(b1+51—3us)ds7 (43)
t
- Var(f)ef(f 2(br=B"ns)ds | 02/ 2SS (b1—=B"mu)du g g (44)
0

by  r+7(1-35)>
by +by r+7(1—35)"
In the following propositions, we utilize the following assumption to make their proofs simpler.

Also for convenience, recall the definition from equation (19): A =
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Assumption 1. Assume (21). In addition, assume: by > 0, D* > 0, D¥ > 0, D" > 0 and the initial condition
satisfies E(§) # 0.

Proposition 3. Assuming Assumption 1, then:

lim PoA=1 and lim PoA =1.

r—00 T—00

Proof. First, we consider r — oco. For every given r > 0, we have existence and uniqueness of the solutions uj,
wy and 7y to the scalar Riccati equations (32)-(34). Note that we have added the superscript r to emphasize
the dependence on this parameter.

When r — oo, we have:

Ay e D2
by + by’

and
B"—0, BT —0,
Owr ——y QwWr—o0 .— )\r—)oo(q + q(l _ 8)), DwT s DUT 00 . )\7-—>oo(qT + QT(l _ 3T>)

Let w7 : [0,7] — R be the solution to the linear first-order differential equation:
(urﬁoo)/ _ 2Auur~>oo =+ Cu,r%oo =0 ugﬂ%oo _ Du,r%oo
t t - - '

Then we have:
Cur—00 Cur—00

—2A%(T—t)
2 Au >e YT

It is easy to show directly from their explicit solutions (see equation (36)) that for every time ¢ € [0, T,

u:—mo _ (Du,r—mo _

lim uj =u; 7%, and thus, lim B"uj =0.
r—00 T—00
Next, our goal is to bound the u] uniformly over ¢ € [0,7T] for large r. Note that A* < 0, B", C™",
Arree s gurmee - pusT s Dusr=o0 > () and 6,0 < 0 < 8", Let € > 0. Then there exists a 7* > 0 such that
max{B",C*" D*"} < max{C*" 7> D% 7>} 4 ¢ =: ( for r > r*. Thus, we can deduce that for r > r*, and

for every t € [0,T1:
Cur 4+ DO —8,) _ C+20/(A)P+ 2
S Te=(Bu =6 (T—t) T g qup—2T/(A¥)2+¢2
From equation (43) and by the bounded convergence theorem, we have for every ¢ € [0, T]:

Jug| <

lim jiMFG,T _ E(g)e(bl-i-l_n)t —. é—ri\/[FG,rﬁoo.
r—00
Moreover, :EinG’T is uniformly bounded for ¢ € [0, T]. From the non-negativity of u}, we have:
2767 | < [B(©)I® T, vt e [0.7].
Similarly, for every ¢ € [0,T]:
lim wy =: wy ">, lim 7y =: n] 7,

T—>00 r—>00
and the functions w} and 7] are uniformly bounded over ¢ € [0,T] and large r. By the bounded convergence
theorem we have for every ¢ € [0,T):

T

T
lim [ (uf —wf)* (@) dt = / (uf 7> —wy 7)) < oo,
7—> 00 0 0
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and thus, from equation (41):
: T __ 1; 1 T g T M2/ =MFG,r\2 7,
lim ASC" = lim - -B (uy —wy)*“(z, )“dt = 0.
0

r—00 =00

From equation (44) and by the bounded convergence theorem, we have for every ¢ € [0, T:

T—>00

t
lim vl = Var(£)e?"! + 02/ e21t=8) gg —: 770,
0

We also have wj™*° > 0 and vj 7> > 0 for ¢t > 0. Hence, from equation (42):

r—r00

1 T
lim SCMEV:r — 3 (/ (g + q)uy~°dt + (qr + qr)vp ™ + wS"“(E(§))2> > 0.
0

Therefore, from equation (31), we have:

lim PoA" = 1.
T—00
By replacing A" 7 with \T7%° := bzlf[—m (1—35), the proof can be repeated, and we obtain lim PoA” =1. O
T—00

Proposition 4. Assume Assumption 1. If:

qg+q(l—s) _q+q(l-s)?
r+7(1—3) r+7(1-235)2

then:
lim PoA =1.
b2—>00
Otherwise,
lim PoA > 1.
b2—>oo
Proof. When by — 0o, we have:
Aoz T8 jbemoo - Bha g B g

r+7(1-35) —
Cu,bg — )\bg—)oo<q + (I(l _ S)) = Cu,bg—ﬂ)o’ Du,bg — )\b2—>oo(qT + QT(l _ ST)) = Du,b2—>oo > 07

and A%, (A¥,C"*, DY), (A", C", D") are independent of by. Moreover, we notice that:

=: *cs,,

gt A " (Av)? Cub L jatal—s)
by+by by +by (by4+02)2 " 7+ 7(1 —5)2 brooc r+7(1—23)

and thus, limy, . 0;7% — 6% = 4o00. For the sake of simplicity, denote hy(bz,t) := (by + by)ul? and
oy (ba, t) := (b + bo)w??. From equation (36), for all t € [0,T), we deduce:

( bz | pubs 6$,b2 ) B ( C'ub2 L+ Db (Su’b2) 67(5I,b275;,b2)(T—t)

b (bt b2—|—62 'b2+62 bg-l-?)g b2+62
u( 25 )_ _6—,;)2 Du,bz 6+,bz Du,bg _
u’ + u’ . e—(&j't@—éu’b?)(T—t)
(b2 +02)2  rrrl-5?2)  \a+b2)?  rril—3)?

—  (r+7(1-35)%cs, =: cu.

bQHOO
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Similarly, for all ¢t € [0,T):

. _ - 2 . . g+ q(1—s)?
b;gnoo hw(bQ,t) = (T' + 7'(1 - S) )ng = Cw), with C§,p = m,

. _ . q+q
lim byn?? = = th = .
Jim_ b (r+7)cs, =: ¢y, with ¢, -

Next, we derive a strictly positive uniform lower bound for (by + I_)Q)uf"‘ over [0,7] and large be. Let (; :=
3 min {cs,, D**27°}. Then there exists a by 1P S 0 such that for all by > b}V

and

max{ i W (o) D } =¢
by —0—62 Ou | by +62 Oy )| s ’ b2_|_l;2 =51
and thus for all t € [0,77:
B Dbz §+b2
hu(ba,t) > (by + b <
( 2 ) ( 2 2) (61—1-,172 _ 6;7172) + Bbz2 Dusbz
Du,b2—>oo _ _
( Cl)(c5u Cl) =:my, > 0. (45)

- C1(2¢5, +2G1) + (Dwb2e0 4 (1) /(1 +7(1 — 5)2)

,n,lower

Then, by the same technique in inequality (45), there exists a bs
by > b3V and all t € [0,T7):

> 0 and m, > 0 such that for all

b2771l572 Z mn- (46)

From equation (37), we see that ¢ — u? is increasing if B2 (D%b2)2 4 24“Dwb2 — b2 > (). Since

limp, 00 BY2(D™2)2 4 244 D2 — C%b2 = oo, there exists a by “""P*" > 0 such that for all by > by “PP" we
have | D%t — D%b2=%°| <1 and t — u?? is increasing. Therefore,

up? <up =D"P2 < DwbTe 410 Ve [0,T], by > by
By the same argument for w’? and 7’2, there exists a by"PP" > by""“PP°" such that:

ba
Uy

max{ wk2| | |nb2 } <M, Ytel0,T], by > by"“PPe", (47)

)

and such that the functions ¢ — u?Q, t— wf2 and ¢t — nfz are increasing on [0, T.

Case 1: Assume:
g+ q(l—s) q+q(l—s)?
r+7#(1-3) r+7(1-235)2
Then ¢;5, = cs,, and therefore, ¢, = ¢,, =: ¢. We want to show that limy,_, ScAﬁigisz = 0. Our approach is to
split the interval [0, 7] into two parts: [0,T/2] and [T/2,T]. Since v?? > 0 for all ¢ € [0, T], from equations (41)
and (42), we have SCMEV:b2 > qpb2(E(£))? and thus:

2

ASCb: 1 T MG T PG
SCMEKVb < (BbQ/O (ug? —wy?)?(z' 7" 2dt + B /T (uf? —wp?)? ()92t
z (48)
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with:
(bs +02)* [ 5 !
I = 277272/ (ul? — wp2)2e2brtb)t oxpy (2Bb2/ quds) dt
r+7(1—-35)2 J, 0
bt by % 2 2(b1+b1)t _2(b2+b2) ba)
- r+ 77(1 - 5)2 /0 [hu(b27t) - h/w(b27t)] - € eXp { — r+ T 1 — S / h’ b27 dS d
and:

by+bo) [T, b b 2(ba +ba)
2 — (b +b2)” s b2)2,2(by+b1)t _ /
2 1”—}—7“(1—5)2/5(% w;®)e exp (=32 h(ba, 8)ds | dt.

Fix € > 0. In the following, we show that I?? < e and I3? < € for large by. First, consider I, Recall that
for t € [0,7/2], we have limp, o0 (b2, t) = limp, o0 (b2, t) = ¢, and for all by > by “*P°" | the functions
[0,7/2] > s+ u’ and [0,T/2] > s — w are increasing, and thus, [0,7/2] > s + hy(ba,t) and [0,T/2] >
s+ hy(bo,t) are increasing. (Note that T/2 < T is chosen arbitrarily, since the above limits do not hold at
T.) Let (3 := min { ¢ 1 _T(b”‘b?)\ﬁ} Then there exists a by"* > b3™"PP°" such that for all by > b3 and all

s € [0,T/2] we have:

c—(o

< u(b2,T/2)
c—G <

w(b2, T/2)

C+C2;

h
h c+ (o.

g

S
=2

A IA
g

S
&
A IA
A IA

Thus, for any ¢ € [0,7/2] and by > b}

(b, ) — P (b, 1)[2 < 4C2 and /h (b, 5)ds > (c— Co)t >

l\D\o

Therefore,

T

102 < 4¢2e2T(bith) (o tby) _/7exp __Ab2tby) ) ar
e r+7(1-3)2 J, r+7(1-3)2 2

462T(b1+51) _ _(batby)e T )
- c L—e =922 ) (5 <, (49)

where the last inequality comes from the definition of (5.
Next, consider 122, Since u? is positive over [0,T], we know from the inequalities (45) and (47) that for all
by > max{b} PP by 1Oy and all ¢ € [T/2,T):

by bo
U™ — Wy

t T

T

< sup | 22| + |w22| < 2M, and / hy (o, s)ds > /2 hy(ba, 8)ds > —m,, > 0.
0<s<T 0 0 2

Hence, there exists a by? > max{b} PP b5 ™'°“*"} such that for all by > b}'*:

7.\3 ) T 7
Igz < (b2,+ bz)ﬁ _4M262(b1+b1)T/ exp [ — T(lzz + b%) my | dt
r+7(1—3)? T r+7(1—35)2

= k1 (by + by)Be 2 (b2tb2) < ¢ (50)

2

. 2 2(by+by)T
with wy ;= 2EM e~ (0 and kg =

rr(1=5)2 > > 0 are constants independent of bs.

+(1 s)
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Let b3 := max{by",b5"?}. Then inequalities (48), (49) and (50) give for by > bj:

ASC?P2 Ifz —|—I§2 e+te 2¢ 4e

< — =
SCMKV,by — (b2 +Z_)2)w82 o hw(anO) N 0/2 ¢

Since the proof holds for arbitrary e > 0, and ¢ = /(g + g(1 — 5)2)(r + 7(1 — 5)2) > 0 is independent of by and
€, we conclude:

. ASC™
' he SRRV — O

and thus, from equation (31):

lim PoA” = 1.

b2 — 00

Case 2: Assume:
q+q1—s) , q+q1—s)?
r+7(1-5) " r+71-5?2

Then ¢, # c¢,. We want to show that limy, ,o, PoA% > 1. To do so, we will show that (by + by)ASC?? >
Crum > 0 and by SCMEV:b2 < N, < o0 for large by, where ¢,y and Mg, are two constants independent of
by. We assume in the following that by > b3 ™™ := max{b} 1" b3 OV pi PPy ag defined prior to Case
1. Therefore, s — ub2, s+ w’ and s+ 17 are increasing functions. Moreover, from inequalities (45)-(47), we
have f,(ba,t) > m, > 0, bgnfz > m, > 0, and nfz’ <M < oo, for all t € [0,T].

Step 1: We derive a lower bound for (by + by)ASC?? by adapting the techniques used in inequality (49).
We have shown that for every ¢ € [0,7/2], limp, o0 hu(bo,t) = ¢, and limp, o0 hey(b2,t) = ¢. Let (3 =

ln(Q)#% — by. Then, there exists a by™™ > max{b5"**’°, (3} such that for all by > b3"™*™ and all
s €[0,T/2]:

Cu_|cu_cw‘/4 < hu<b270) < hu<b27s> < hu(b2aT/2) < Cu+|cu_cw‘/4a

Cyw — |Cu_cw‘/4 S hw(b270) S hw(b27s) S hw(b27T/2) S Cw+ |Cu_cw‘/4a
which implies that for all ¢ € [0,7T/2]:

1 K 1
[y (ba, t) — By (ba, t)| > 3 |cw — cwl, ha(ba, s)ds < | ¢y + 1 lcw — cwl | t.
0

Thus, similar to inequality (49), for all by > by, we deduce:

_ by L b %
(b2 + bg)ASOb2 > 2 ‘g 2Bb2 / (U?z _ Wf2)2(i‘MFG’b2)2dt
0

lew — col? (E(E))2 ../ 2(by + by) 1
> (b b T 1 o u = |Cu — Cw t|dt
= 8(r+7(1—5)?2) (B2 +b2) y P T i ra sz \© + 7 1w = cul
_lew— el (B(9))? (1—6‘W(b2+b2))

16(cy + |cu — cwl/4)

|cu — Cw‘Z (E(6))?
= 16(cy + |cu — cwl/4)

1
: ) =: Cpum- (51)
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Step 2: We derive an upper bound for by SCMEV:b2 From equation (42), we have:

+q [ 7 b 1 /T
bosCMEV - | 121 / bgvtdt+¥bw+£wgzm(§))2 -, / B2 () byvydt.  (52)
0 0

2

_. 7b2
—. J{& =:J

We derive the following two results which are useful for deriving upper bounds for J{” and J;’Z. First, let

¢ 't
kg = 21 > (0 and [(by, t) := / e~2B7"2 [Im2dugy  Qince ban, > m,, for all t € [0, T7:
0

47

t
b2 1 _ bot 1
. < -2 - (t— ds=—(1—-e "2 < — V¢ T].
ba l(bg,t)ibg/o exp( r—|—fm77 ( s)) s /@3( e )7’%7 € 10,7 (53)

Next, using equation (34), integration by parts, and since —A", nfz,C”, 1(be,t) > 0 we deduce:

T T T
/ B (12)? - bz, t)dt = / ()"~ U(ba, t)dt + / (—2Ame 4 0) 10, 1t
0 0 0

T
a(i(ba, t
> [anw(bQ,T) a0y - [ 22D
0 t
T
= —/ b2 - [l(b27t) : (—2Bffvb2n§2)+1} dt + 1(bs, T)D"
0
T T
= 2/ B2 ()2 - U(by, t)dt — | 2.
0 0
After rearranging terms, we obtain:
T t s 1t by T
bg/ Bn’b2 (7’]?2)2 . (/ 672B ' fs L dud8> dt < / b277§2dt (54)
0 0 0

First, consider J%2. From equation (44) and inequalities (46) and (53), we have that for all by > b3"**** and
for all t € [0,T):

t
bov, = Var(£)e?t boe=2B"" i neds 4 52 b2/ e2b1(t=5)  o=2B™" [[mudu g
0
2b
< Var(€)e T by 7™t 4 52621 Ty - (1)

2
< 2T <Var(§)bge“3b2t + 0> .
K3
Let b7t > b*basic such that for all by > by

_ 1
(b2 + bg)w82 <ecy+ 2 Cws and  bge 3021 < —-
3
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Then for all by > by

_ T 2
sz < a*9q ; a4 e2b1T/ (Var({)bge_”"’b?t + J) dt
0 K3

qr +4r oy, 1 —ksT-bs ‘LZ bo 2 T\ bo
+ 5 .e (Var(g)bze + Hg) + 72(172 n 52) (]E(f)) (bz + bz)’wo
C WO [Vor® T e e (Vor) o) | delECO)
2 K3 K3 2 K3 K3 4
== Mjl. (55)

Next, consider the quantity J§2, which can be written as:

b 1 T by )2 '
Jy? = 7)/0 (bgnf) Var(€)e?™! . by exp (—2B"’b2/0 77st> dt

2(r 47
o’ 4 bo(, baN2 ¢ 2b y—2B™b2 [t pbag
+7 ~b2/ B"P2(n)?) (/ e2b1(t=s)— Jomd “ds) dt.

0 0

We will make use of Lemma 1, which appears below, and states that there exists a b;’l > 0 and a constant M;

independent of by such that for all by > b;’l:

T
/ bonl2dt < M;. (56)
0

Since limy, o0 bant? = ¢, for all t € [0,T/2], there exists a b5 72 > max{by!, b5 """} such that for all by > b572:
1 3 —kgba L 1

bane < ¢y + 56m Vitel0,T/2], and bye 727 < —

3
Var(¢)e?1T

Thus, together with inequalities (46), (47), (54), and (56), and for x4 := 50— We deduce that:

2,201 T T
+Z° / bon?? dt
2 0

- 2(r+7)

2

20, T z T
ng < V(L?"(g)e 1 [/ 2 (b2772{72)2 b26753b2tdt +/ (nfz)Zbge—QB”vbz) fot n:2dsdt
0 T

3¢, \° 1 —oabs T et T o220 T
§m4[<2’7> (e M e M,
ka (9 M?3T a2 T £
§I£<4c§+ 5 )+ , L= My, (57)

Now, from equation (52) and inequalities (55) and (57), we have for all by > b3 := max{b}”"*, b}y’

bQSCMKV"bz = Jf2 + ng <My +Mj, = Mgep,. (58)
Finally, putting together inequalities (51) and (58) and for b3°***? := max{bs, b3"™*™, b3*"}, we have for all
b2 Z b;,caseZ:
7 b A b
ba + b ASC (bg + bQ)ASC > Cnum S0,

<2, and thus, SCOMEVE: =

by (bzgng) (bySCMEVb2) 2Myen



ESAIM: PROCEEDINGS AND SURVEYS 369

Therefore, from equation (31), we conclude:

lim PoA” > 1.

bg*}OO

The following lemma was used in Proposition 4.

Lemma 1. Assume Assumption 1. There exists a b;’l >0 and a M' > 0, such that for all by > b;’l:

T
/ bon2dt < M.
0

Proof. Since limy, o bant? = ¢y, there exists a b5 > 0 such that for by > b", we have bgﬁgz < ¢, + 3. Clearly
there exists a b5 > 0 such that for by > b}>:

bang? = baD" = ba(qr + qr) > ¢y +2.

Let by® such that for by > b3y, the function ¢ — bonl? is increasing. Since for by > max{bs", by? by"}, the

function ¢ — b217£)2 is increasing and continuous, by the intermediate value theorem, there exists a t;, € [0, 7]

such that bgnff =cy+1, and bgnfz <c,+ 1, foralt< t?jz. From an analogous equation to (36) for nf: , wWe
2 2

have for by > max{bg’l, b;’Qa b;73}:

on 57+,b2 D7 §—b2 §—b2 D" _(5+,b2 —57’b2)(T—t* )
, T T T it e | DT e e ! 2
1=0bm2 —c, <
2, ~ on = Dn 6% _ Dn (0372 =8, )(T—17,)
T b2 T
After rearranging terms:
D" §—:b2 §F:b2
n n
- 1+¢y)+5—+D" —c
e | AT Ty by
b (59)
02 7
< _DUL + Dl (1 J'_ C ) 6_(6i,b2_6;’b2)(T_t;2)'
- bg r+r g
. . §,°b2 . cn . 52 . *,4
Since we have limp, ;o0 45— = limyp, 00 W= limp, 00 G, | = 0, there exists a by~ > 0 such that
2
.4 5002 cn §Hb2 D" . . .
for by > b5, |2 (14¢,) + G T D" 5 —cs, < s and thus returning to inequality (59), for
2

by > max{by", b32 b53 b5t

bg T‘+7:

After rearranging terms:
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. . §hb2 . 502 .
Since limy, 00 45— = ¢5, = — limy, oo 45—, there exists a b5® > 0 such that for by > b5°:
—b +.b —b
c -6, 3¢ 02 — 6,0
LA e R 5", and ¢5, < L—"— < 3cs,.
2 b 2 ! by !

Returning to inequality (60), for by > b3 := max{by", b32, b5, b3*, b5}

1 1
bo(T —t3,) < - In (3(r +7)cs, +2(1+¢y)) = . In (5¢, +2) .
S o

n n

Finally, for by > b;’l:

T t T
/ bamy? dt = / “bonbzdt + / bon2dt <ty (cy + 1) + ba(T — £5,,) D"
0 0 t,

Dn
<T(cp+1)+ C—ln({")q7 +2) = M.
67/

Proposition 5. Assume Assumption 1. If by = 0, then:

lim PoA =1,
bz—)O

whereas if by > 0, then:
lim PoA > 1.
bz*}O

Proof. Case 1: First, consider the case by = 0. As by — 0, we have:

B> -0, B™? 0,

2

and A = % (A, C", D), (A%, C™, D™), (A",C", D") are all independent of by. We can then use the

same technique shown in Proposition 3 to conclude that lims, .o PoA = 1.

Case 2: Now, let’s assume by > 0. As by — 0, we have:

b

A—0, B» —_—2
Y r+7(1— 5)2

= B»?%>0, ~ B™ —0, C""” —0, D"» —0,

and A%, (A*,C"*, DY), (A",C", D") are independent of by. Moreover, we have:

lim 6;”’2 =—-2A">0, and lim 5;’1’2 =0.
szO b24)0

Thus, from equation (36) we deduce that for every fixed time ¢ € [0, 7], limp, o u’? = 0.
Similar to Proposition 3, we can derive a uniform bound for u?? over [0, T] for small by. Indeed, for any fixed
€ > 0 there exists a b5 > 0 such that for any by < b3:

¢+ 264/ (A%)2 + (2
9 Aue—2TV/ (A2 47

max { B*2,C"% D"} < BP27%° 4 e =:(, and thus, |uf*|< v telo,T].
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From equation (43), the assumption E(&) # 0, and by the bounded convergence theorem, we derive that for
any fixed ¢ € [0, 77:

lim :EiV[FGJm _ E(g)e(bﬁ-l—)l)t —. ji\/IFG,bzaO £0.
b2*>0
It can also be shown that ‘:TcinG’bQ’ < [E(€)]e® )T for any ¢ € [0,T] and by > 0.
Moreover, since B0 > 0, B>70C" > 0, B®~0D" > 0, we have limy, o w}*> =: w}>~°, and w}>~" is

strictly positive over [0,T). It is easy to check that wf 2 is also uniformly bounded over [0, T] for small bo. Hence,
from equation (41) and the bounded convergence theorem, we deduce:

1 T
lim ASC" =SB / (w20 a0 24 > 0,

bg—)O 0

Since B"Y2 — 0, A7 < 0,C" > 0, and D" > 0, using the same argument shown in Proposition 3, we deduce
that 1”2 is uniformly bounded over [0, T] for small by and for all ¢ € [0, T):

o ” o
; by _ n_ —2A"(T—t) . by—0
b121m0 7y (D 5 77> e + oA e

From equation (44) and the bounded convergence theorem, for all ¢ € [0,T1:
bs—0

t
im0l = Var(©e™' 10 [ (s == >,
0

and thus, 0 < lims, o SCMEVb2 o We conclude limp, 0 PoAb > 1. O

Proposition 6. Assuming Assumption 1, then:

lim PoA =1.
b2—>00
Furthermore, if rr'fr_((llfs_); £ quTTqTT((ll_jsTT))Z then:
lim PoA > 1.
b2—>0

Proof. Case 1: When by — 0o, we have:
A2 50, BY = o0, w2 0, Dwb2

and A%, (A%, Cv, Dv), (A", B",C", D") are independent of by. Following the same technique used in Proposition
4, we can show that:

o b 7(1 — §E:b2 7(1 — 5)2
i 0ut _y [elatdd=s) S R —— % = s,
by —00 \/b2+b2 T+7"<1_3) by —00 b2+bg T+7“(1—8)

and, for all ¢ € [0,7):

limg, o0 (bo + b2)2ul? = (r + 7(1 — 8)2)cs, =: cu,
limg, , (b2 + bo)w?? = (r +7(1 — 52))cs, =: Cu.

Next, we provide a uniform upper bound for ul;” over [0,T] and large by.
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Let ¢; := § min{cs,, cs,}. Then there exists a b3™ > 0 such that for all by > b3,

5+,E2 5*,52
max{ Y , Y

7_70“ e
Vb2 + b ? v ba + b

Then with equation (36), for any ¢ € [0, 7] and by > by,

CU,EQ

(*Céu) —
v ba + bo

w,b
Dt

bl

1
Y e Sgl
vV ba + b

u,l; u,E +,E _ 7,17)
Cwb2 4 Duw:b2 (6? 2 — 4 2) B ¢+ G(2es5, + 2(1)'
— 5,02 - s, — G

2

<

(61)

By the same argument for w?? and together with inequality (61), there exists a by “"**" > by and M > 0 such

that:
b
t

max{‘u?  |w } <M, Vtel0,T], by > by PP, (62)

Furthermore, we can get a uniform lower bound for (bs + l_)g)%ui;?.

Denote (3 := b2(T+F(1_f)+2£((ff$qT(l_sT)). Then for all ¢ € [0, T] and by > by™ we have:

_ z by + by)3 Dusb2 §+:2 -
’(bg + bz)%ufz > (b2 + b2)? u > G2 (c5, = C1) =My, (63)

T (650 —5%) 4 Beapub: — C1(2cs, +2G1) + G2/ (r +7(1 = 5)?)

Now, we adapt the method used in Proposition 4 to prove limg, , ASCP2 = 0. Consider the two quantities:

T

S G ; S U T ;

Ifz = §Bb2/0 (qu—wlsu)Q(a_syFG’bQ)st and 132 = 53b2/T (uls’Q—wgz)z(ig/[FG’bQ)st.
z

Fix € > 0. In the following, we will show that ASCEQ_: Ii_’z +_I§’2 < 2¢ for large by. First, consider Ii_’Q.
Let (3 := ¢,/2. Because limg, , . B (D"")? 4 24uD"b> — C*P > 0, from equation (37), there exists a
by "¢ > by PPN 50 that for all by > by, the functions s + u%2 and s+ w’? are increasing, and so that for all
s €00,7/2:

ey — (3 < (b2 +62)%ng < (be +62)%U22 < (by 4—132)%1[%2 < ¢y + (3,

‘(bQ + 62)U22 < ’(bz + 52)115 < (3, and ‘(bg + BQ)’UJE2 < ‘(bz + Bg)w% < cw + (3.
Thus, for any by > by we have:
T —
b ]E(g)Q 2 T\ b - 5.\ 2 7 _ 2(bptbp)t/2 [ (ba+D2)% 2ub2ds
Ib2 = ——— 5% ( b b 2 (b b 2) 2(b1+b1)t rtr(l—5)2 Jo\P2TY2 s dt
LT+ 7(1 - 5)2) /O (b2 +b2)us” — (b2 + b2)uwy” ) e e

- L

1
_— 1
\V ba + by (

2742 21 2(b1+b1) T _ . - .
with xy := E©) [<3+(C2’E’th_323])e Y2 and K2 1= % are independent of by. Therefore, there exists a
b;’h > b;’o such that for by > b;’h, we have IV < e.

Now, we consider the quantity I. b2 Since u?? is positive over [0, 7] and from inequalities (62) and (63), we
2 t

know that for all by > by “PP*" > b5 and t € [T'/2,T],

BQ 52
‘ut — Wy

t
_ - T
< 2M, and / (ba + bg)%ug"’ds > 2 M-
0
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Thus, similar to inequality (50), there exists a by > b3 """ such that for all by > bj'>:

15> < by + by)2e e Vit < ¢

and kg4 1=

TE(£)2 2(b1+131)TM2 3 _
where kg 1= (£)e 7 are independent of bs.

T'my,
r+7(1—5)2 r+7(1—5
7 - P I 7,0 .
Hence, for all by > b} := max{by"", b3 >} we have:

ASCP? =12 4 I < 2.
Since the proof holds for arbitrary € > 0, we obtain:

lim ASC?2 = 0.

bQ%OO

Moreover, recall that n; and v; are invariant with respect to by and 0 < g <00 for t > 0. Clearly we also have
wy > 0 and limg, , w2 = 0. Thus, we obtain: 0 < limg, o, SCMEVP2 < o0, and conclude that:

lim PoAP = 1.
b2—>OO
Case 2: When by — 0, we have:
APz — Nb220 i Tr—f;(llzgg);v B — r+?(bl§7§)2 =: BP0 > 0,

Cwbz o \220(g 4 (1 — 5)) = C%P220 >0, D"z — N2 20(gp + Gp(1 — s7)) = D520 > 0,

and A%, (Av,C", D), (A", B",C", D") are independent of by. Let ub20 [0,7] — R be the solution to the
limiting Riccati equation:

_ ! _ _ _ _ — _
(ugzﬁo) _ QAUU?Q%O _ Bbg—)O(u?QHO)Q 4 Qb0 0, ué}?ﬁo _ Du,b2—>0’ (64)

which we recall has an explicit solution. It is easy to show directly from the explicit solutions that for every
time ¢ € [0, 77, limy,_,qu?? = u>~% Next, our goal is to bound u}* uniformly over ¢ € [0,7] for small by,
following the methodology of the proof of Proposition 3. For any e > 0, there exists a b5 > 0 such that

max{Bb2, Cwb2 Dwb2} < max{ BP0, Cwb2—0 Dub2=0Y ¢ —: ¢, for all by < b5. Thus, for all by < b} and for

every t € [0,T7:
S|« Gt 26V(A)? + G
YT g pue—2T /(A2 E
Similarly, for every time ¢ € [0, T, limg, o wf2 = w{”ﬁo, and w2 is uniformly bounded over [0, 7] and small

by. From equation (43), the assumption E(£) # 0, and by the bounded convergence theorem, we have for every
te[0,T7:
Jlm jiV[FGJ_)Z — E(g)efot(b1+51—Bb2ﬂ0ulS’2”0)ds —. .fiV[FG,Ez—m 7& 0. (65)
b2—>0
Moreover, zMF Gbz g uniformly bounded for all by < b3 and for all ¢ € [0,7]. From the non-negativity of u;,
we have: . )
G < |E()| e HIT vt € [0,T), Vby < b
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By the assumption TI:; (11 56) + q;i%i((ll:séz)) , we have D%P2—0 o D% and thus by continuity, u b2%0 + wbz%o

on a set of positive Lebesgue measure. Thus, by the bounded convergence theorem, we deduce:

by _ bo—0 T bo—0 _ , ba—0 2 _MFG,by—0 2
lim ASC* = 2B (uy wy T dt > 0. (66)
0

bg —0

Meanwhile, 1; does not depend on by, and therefore, the variance vy also does not depend on by. Clearly
0<wv <oofort>0and0<wi " < oo, and thus, 0 < limg, o SCMEV:P2 < 00, Hence, we deduce:

lim PoA > 1.

b24)0
(]

Remark 6. Consider Assumption 1 and the case when b tends to zero. We have 0 < SCMEV5:-0 00,
and therefore, limg, PoA" =1 if and only if limg, ¢ ASCY = 0. Since we can pass the limit as in equation
(66), we have an analogous result as Theorem 2 but for the limiting coefficients A*, AW, Bb2=0 (Cuwb2=0 Cw

_ = =\2 — 2
D%b2=0 and D¥. Therefore, the assumption in Proposition 4 Case 2, TTt_T;(ll:Sg) # q(ZTTJ;_q(YTT((llissxT:F)) » which is

equivalent to Dwb2—0 # D", is sufficient, but not necessary, in order to have limy, o PoA® > 1.

Proposition 7. Assuming Assumption 1, then:

lim PoA=1 and lim PoA = co.

by — o0 b1 —o0

Furthermore, if:
by r+7(1-35)?
b2+52 7"+’F(1—§)

(ar + ar(1 = s7)) # ar + ar(1 — s7)?,

then:
lim PoA > 1 and lim PoA > 1.
1_>O b1—>0
Proof. Case 1: Consider by — oco. Since limy, 00 Awbt = limp, 00 AWb = — o0 we have:

lim B(D")? +24%" D" — C* = lm B(D")? + 24" D" — C* = oo,

b1 — 00 bl — 00

b
Denote g, (b1, 1) 1= B and g, (b, ) == BY—. For all t € [0, T), we have the limits:

lim gu(bl, t) = lim gu,(b1,t) =2. (67)
b1 — by —00

From equation (37) and together with equation (67), there exists a b;"“P?“" > 0 such that for all by > b7""“"P“",

the functions ¢t — ut and t — wf ! are decreasing and such that:

Oiug {gu(bla ) gw(blat)} S max {gu(blao)agw(blao)} S 3.
t

Fix € > 0. There exists a b{"™ > b1"“PP°" such that for all b; > b}™", and for all ¢ € [0,37/4],

Igu(blat) - gw(bl;t” = max{gu(blat) - gw(bht)agw(blat) - gu(blat)}
< max{gu(blv O) - gw(bla 3T/4)7 gw(blv 0) - gu(blv 3T/4)}

€

A

)
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1

)
gw(b170)22_§:§7 gu(b17t)zgu(b173T/4)2

w| ot

375

We adapt the methodology in Proposition 4 and split the interval [0, 7] into two parts: [0,37"/4] and [3T/4,T].
For all by > b1, similar to inequality (48), we have:

where

in which kq :=

Therefore, there exists a b7 > b7’

ASCH I+ Iy
SCMKVby — gw(bho)’

ir ¢
Ifl = bl/ (gu(b1,t) — guw (b1, t))2 2b1t - exp (2b1t — 2b1/ gu(bl,s)ds> dt
0 0

_ ar
< 2201737 b1/ exp <2b1t — 2b7 - §t> dt
0

_ 23b21T.§1_
€“e 4( e

7b1T)

1

_ T T
< b1(3 + 3)2€2b1T . / exp <2b1t — 2b1/ (bl, )d ) dt
T 0

T _
B=n [ <gu<b1,t>—gwan,t))?e%t-exp(zblt—zbl gu(by, >ds)dt

IS

7 T 3 5
< 36217 . = 201 - T —2by - =T =
< 36e 1 p< 1 1513
—9T62b1Tb emzT 4.

by — o0

w0 , so that for b; > b}, we have 131 < 'e. Hence, for all b; > b7,

ASCH I+ Iy
SCOMKV,by — gw(bho)

< g(meQ +e).

3b1 T

3

Since the proof holds for arbitrary € > 0, and k; = je > is independent of b; and €, we conclude that:

lim PoA" =1.

bl — 00

Case 2: Now, consider b; — oo. Since A%?* < 0 and limg, \A“’i’l\ = 0o, we have the following limits:

+,b
§Fo

_ 5;751 — (Au,51)2 + BCu - s 00, _517761 — AU:EI + (Au,El)Q + BCu - s 0’
b14)00 b1~>oo
- = b u
GEh b+ B \/(b1 +4) +me 11
L — + _ +-=1
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We also have for ¢ € [0,T):

t,by — (87 P15 Py (T—t +.b — by — (8P by (Tt
0, "e (0 I )§(5u t—4..")e (0 I )?0,
1 —00

_ o 5y
which implies: limg §b1e= (0" =8.,")(T=1) — () Therefore, for ¢ € [0,T): limg, o, 3= = +. By the same
5
argument, we have for ¢ € [0, T), limg, %1 =2, )
Since limg, _, o B(D")?+2A%% D*—C* = —o0 and lim;, _, ., B(D")?4+2A4""" DV —C" = —oo0, from equation

(37) there exists a b}'°"*" such that for by > b}

by wh
U 1 T/2 2 1
al NN ) e R
NS B e, Bl T 4B

and such that the functions ¢ — ufl and ¢ — w? ! are decreasing. Thus, for all ¢ € [0,7/2] we have:

by by wh by
o<t Ly L o2 1 T ow
bl bl B 4B B 4 b1 1
Thus, for all by > b3'°"*" and all t € [0,7/2)],
Bl El

wy Uy 1
> 68
by b |~ 2B (68)

Note that 7, and therefore, vy, are independent of b;. Thus,

1 7 1 T Wb
g SCMIVS — o | [ gk g B vt + (ar + aryer | + 5 (B©) 0
52 22 | J, 22 b1
Now, consider:
1 f B Tl wh ? ¢ i 3
—ASC™ > Z(E(€))? / =L — =) 2ot But)dsgy, (69)
52 =3 o \ B
Since u®' is decreasing for b, > polower we have by — Bub! > b — Bub'. We have the following limits for
t 1 t 0
te0,T):
lim by — 60 = —2b,  lim —6,"b, = BCY,
b1~>oo b14)00
lim 6H0p e~ (O8" =00 )(T=t) — g iy (50 — 61)67(63’5176;’;’1)(T7t) —0
bisoo o T oo ¢ ’
and thus,
by — Bult = —BC% + BD"(by — 575) — 5;01by + (6701by + BCU + BD®(5; 01 — by))e~ (64" =0T
b=

BD¥ — 5, + (5% — BDw)e-(61 "~ ™1
s 2y,

Bl — 00
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Since limglﬁoo(gl - Bugl) = —2b; < 0, there exists a b} > E;’lower, such that for by > b}, (by — Bugl) > —3b;.
Returning to inequality (69), and using inequality (68) we have for by > b}:

B 1 T o E()? [*
*E(ﬁ)Q L. / e2b1t+2(blfBu0 )tdt > / 674b1tdt > 0.
0 0

1 5,
= >
b? ASCT = 2 4B2 8B

Therefore, lim _, ., E%ASCEI > 0, and thus,
1

ASCH ~ BASCh
b1h—1>noo SCMEVE ~ j5a 7 SCMEV:by -

We conclude limg, , PoAbr = .

Cases 3 and 4: First, we consider b; — 0. We have A%b1 — Awb1=0 " 5401y 540120 5 (0 and 6,0 —

670170 <0, and similarly for AW-b1 A™b1 501 and 5?7:’”1. Clearly we have for all ¢ € [0, 7], limp, 0 u}t’1 =:

w70 Timy, Lo w? = w70, and limy, ot =: 7?7, Next, we show that the three sequences are uniformly

bounded. Let 0 < e < —4,?27%. There exists a bj > 0 such that max { |50 — 552170 |60 — 501 70|} < e
for all by < b3. Then for all by < b} and ¢ € [0,T]:

by Cu + Du (5+ b1 5;,1)1) Cu + DU (6+ b1 —0 67,b1~>0 + 26)
Uy 5 im0 ’
and similarly for wfl and ’nbl . From the assumption bzlfg2 . % ~qr + qr(1 —s7) # qr + gr(1 — s7)?,

we have D% % DY and thus by continuity, u b1_>0 #* wi’ 170 o1 a set of positive Lebesgue measure.
From equation (43), the assumption E(&) 75 0, and by the bounded convergence theorem, we have for every
te€0,T]:

hm —iWFG b1 — E(g)efg(5173u214>0)d5 —. jiWFG,bl—ﬂ) 7& O
b1—0
_MFG b1 . * 1
Moreover, T is uniformly bounded over b; < b} and t € [0,T], i.e
7| < BT, e [0,T], b < b
Therefore, by the bounded convergence theorem, 0 < lims, o ASC" < oo and limy, 0 vf vf 170 which

is bounded over ¢ € [0,T]. Thus, 0 < limy, o SCMEV:b1 < o6 and we conclude limy, g PoAY > 1. The proof
can be repeated to show limg _,, PoA" > 1. d

2.4. Numerical Results

The price of anarchy for the class of linear quadratic extended mean field games that we consider is given by
the ratio of the two quantities given by equations (25) and (26), which are explicit, up to evaluating integrals.
Using the simple rectangle rule to estimate integrals, we numerically compute the price of anarchy when the
coefficients are time-independent, non-negative, and satisfy Assumption 1. In particular, when we allow for full
interaction (i.e. through the states and the controls), we choose the following default values:

T=1b1=1bi=1,by=1by=1, 0 =1,
g=1 =05 r=1,7=1,5=05 qgr=1, gr =1, sy =0.5.

KM
I
=
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Unless otherwise stated, the parameters stay at these default values. For results involving only interaction
through the states, we set by = 0 and 7 = 0. For results involving only interaction through the controls, we set
by =0, 7 =0, and gr = 0. Figures 1-5 show the price of anarchy as we vary one parameter at a time for each of
three interaction cases: full interaction (i.e. through the states and the controls), interaction only through the
states, and interaction only through the controls. The results show various limiting behaviors, such as some of

the cases proved in the previous section.

1.30 T - T T
— full interaction — full interaction
1.25 - = throughstates ({ ")} | through controls ||
""" through controls J
1.20
S 115 g i
o [-%
1.10 |
1.05}
X i
1.00 L= i — 1oL ey L L L
0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000
r 7
FIGURE 1. PoA as we vary r (left) and 7 (right).
7 : : 1.0035 .
— full interaction . — full interaction
6 - = through states | 1003 = - = through states [
""" through controls .+ through controls
1.00251 ", .
o2l Tt ]
< """""""""""""""""""""""
s | emm—-—-—
R
1.0015 -=-= R
1.001 - R
1.005 - g
1

100 150 200
by

FIGURE 2. PoA as we vary bs.

Figure 1 confirms as in Proposition 3 that lim,_,., PoA = 1 and lim;_,, PoA = 1. Propositions 4 and

a+q(1=s) _ g¢+q(1—s)®
pr g e B and we see that

limp, 00 PoA = 1. In the cases of interaction only through the states or interaction only through the controls,

+q(1—s) +q(1—s)?
then Z+?(17§) # Z+g(17§)27

when there is only interaction through the states, then by = 0 and we see that limp, 0 PoA = 1. When there
is full interaction or only interaction through the controls, then by > 0 and we see that lims, .o PoA > 1.
For Proposition 6, Figure 3 confirms that limj, .o PoA > 1 and limg, .., PoA = 1. Note that the condition
Trié(ll_jg))z quT 1%2((11?;))2 is not satisfied for the full interaction case, and is therefore a sufficient, but not
necessary, assumption. This agrees with the conclusion of Remark 6. In Figures 4 and 5, we note that

Proposition 7 is confirmed. The condition b;fﬁgg . % “(qr + qr(1 — s7)) # qr + gr(1 — s7)? is satisfied

5 are confirmed in Figure 2. In the case of full interaction, we have

and we see that limy, ,., PoA > 1, confirming Proposition 4. For Proposition 5,
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for all three interaction cases and we see that limy, 0 PoA > 1, limg, ,, PoA > 1, limp, oo PoA = 1, and

limy, _, ., PoA = oo. Thus, the numerical computations confirm the results presented in Propositions 3-7.
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3. Conclusion

We defined the price of anarchy (PoA) in the context of extended mean field games as the ratio of the worst
case social cost when the players are in a mean field game equilibrium to the social cost as computed by a
central planner. Since the central planner does not require that the players be in a mean field game equilibrium,
the central planner will realize a social cost that is no worse than that of a mean field game equilibrium. Thus,
PoA > 1.

We computed the price of anarchy for linear quadratic extended mean field games, for which explicit compu-
tations are possible. We identify a large class of models for which PoA = 1 (see Proposition 1 and Corollaries
1 and 2), as well as giving a sufficient and necessary condition to have PoA = 1 (see Theorem 2 and Corollary
3). We also derive some limiting cases where PoA — 1 as certain parameters tend to zero or to infinity (see
Propositions 3-7). The numerics support our theoretical results.
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Appendices

A. Solving Linear FBSDEs of McKean-Vlasov Type

Consider a linear FBSDE system of McKean-Vlasov type:

dX; = (a? X, + aPEX, + alV; + alEY;) dt + 0dW;, X, =&,

N . _ 70
dY, = (b X¢ + bYEXy + bYY, + b/EY;) dt + Z,dW,, Yr =" X7 + "EXr. (70)

For the LQEMFG model considered in section 2.1, the FBSDE system in equation (4) is of the form of equation
(70) if we set:
af =bi(t), af = bi(1), af = aFE0)b2(t), af = bMIE()ba(t) + MIC ()b (1)
bf = —(q(t) +4(t)), b = a(t)s(t), b} = ~bi(t), bf =0
& =qr+qr, ¢ = —qrsr.
For the LQEMKYV model considered in section 2.2, the FBSDE system in equation (12) is of the form of equation
(70) if we set:
af =bi(t), af = bi(1), af = a™*V (O)ba(t), af = 0MEV()ba(t) + MV (1)ba(2)
bf = —(q(t) + a(1)), b = —s(t)a(t)(s(t) —2), bf = =bi(1), b} = ~by
cf =qr +ar, ¢ = srqr(sr —2).
Now we return to the general FBSDE system (70). By taking expectations in equation (70), and letting Z;
and y; denote EX; and EY;, respectively, we get:
j:t = (a'tz + af)i‘t + (a% + a/?)gtv To = E(g)a (71)
g = (0F + b)) + (O] +6))ge. g7 = (" + ")ar,

where the dot is the standard ODE notation for a derivative. We then make the ansatz y, = 7:T+ + X¢ for
deterministic functions [0,7] 2 t — 7; € R and [0,7] © t — x: € R. By plugging in the ansatz, the system in
equation (71) is equivalent to the ODE system:
i+ (af + a7 + (af +af —bf = )i —bf b =0, qjp =" + 7,
Xe + (e} +af) = b) =b])x: =0, xr=0.

The first equation is a Riccati equation. Note that y; solves a first order homogeneous linear equation. Thus
Xt =0, Vt € [0,T]. Once the equation for 7 is solved, we can compute Z; by solving the linear ODE:

Iy = (af +ai + (af +af))%,  Zo = E(£),

and thus, i i
7, = E(&)elo (attalt(at+al)nu)du

Once we have computed (Z;)o<¢<7, We can rewrite the original FBSDE system:

dX; = (af Xi + alYy + af) dt + odWy,  Xo =&,
dY, = (b2 X; + bYY, + 1) dt + Z,dW,, Yy = " Xp + &,
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with:
al = (af + afin)ze, ) = (bf + b0z, & = zr.
Now we make the ansatz: Y; = 1 Xy + x¢, which reduces the problem to the ODE system:

,r.]t + a;/,r]tQ + (a’f - b:f/)nt - bf = 07 nr = Cza
Xe+ (=0 + afne)xe + ajne = b =0, xr =",
Zt = 0T}t

Again, the first equation is a Riccati equation. Note that it is not necessary to solve for y; because of the
relationship:

0Ty = gr = E(Y:) = E(m: Xy + Xx¢) = 1Tt + X¢-

Thus, x¢ = (7 — 1¢) T+

In summary, the solution to the linear FBSDE of McKean-Vlasov type is reduced to solving linear ODEs
and Riccati equations. It will also be useful to compute Var(X;), which we denote by v;. After we have solved
the above equations, we have:

dXe = ((af + ain,) X; + alxe + af) dt + ocdWy,  Xo =&

Thus,

t
vy =Var(Xy) = VaT(g)efOt HaiFagmo)ds | 02/ e2 Ji (autaynu)du g
0
In the case where the coefficients are time-independent, the Riccati equations for 7; and 7; can be solved
explicitly.
Scalar Riccati Equation

If the scalar Riccati equation:
pr — Bp? —2Ap; +C =0,

with terminal condition pr = D satisfies:
B#0, BD >0, BC >0, (72)
then it has a unique solution:

C(1 — =@ =67)T=0)) 4 D(§+ — §=¢= (6" =07)(T=1))
pr= BD(1 — e~ (07 =07)(T=t)) 4 te—(6F=07)(T=1) — 5- ~

with 6% = —A 4+ /(A)2 + BC.
Furthermore, if B — 0 and A # 0, we can deduce that the limiting solution of the scalar Riccati equation
coincides with the linear first-order differential equation:

(73)

pt72Apt+C:0,

with terminal condition pr = D, namely:

_ C —2A(T—t) c
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If B— 0 and A = 0, the limiting solution of the scalar Riccati equation coincides with the linear first-order
differential equation:
p+C=0
with terminal condition pr = D, namely:

pt =D+ C(T —1t).

Hence, returning to the linear FBSDE (70), for 7, we use:
A=—-1a"+a® =W —b’), ,B=—(a¥+da%), C=-(b"+0b"), D= "+

The conditions (72) are satisfied if —(a¥ + a¥) > 0, —(b* + %) > 0, and ¢* + ¢* > 0.
For n;, we use:
A=-La"—w), B=-a¥, C=-b", D= "
The conditions (72) are satisfied if —a¥ > 0, —=b* > 0, and ¢® > 0. Returning to the LGEMFG and LGEMKV

problems, if we assume the coefficients are non-negative, we see that these conditions are exactly assumption
(21).



